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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statements (IDS) submitted on 3/18/2004 and 
5/14/2004 were filed after the filing date of the instant application on 7/13/2003. 
The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. 
Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being considered by the 
examiner. 



Specification 

Claims 1-25 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent 
basis for the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1 .75(d)(1 ) and MPEP 
§ 608.01 (o). Antecedent basis must be established for the claim language, 
"computer-readable medium". 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/631 ,084 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2421 

Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Referring to claims 1-25, the claims recite the limitation "computer- 
readable medium", where the specification of the instant application fails to 
specifically define is the medium is tied to data stored on a computer medium or 
data transmitted over the broadcast signal. Therefore, the claim is interpreted as 
a signal/carrier wave storing the instructions that are received and executed by a 
receiving device. According to MPEP 2106.01 [R-6] signals/carrier waves have 
been deemed non-statutory subject matter. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
1 22(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-5, 25-30, 50-55 and 75 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being clearly anticipated by Galyean, III et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,447,396). 
Referring to claim 1 , Galyean discloses receiving at least a portion of a 



video content for a game environment over a network (see Column 3, Lines 38- 
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40 for receiving and watching a broadcast television program and Figure 1 
and Column 4, Lines 12-15 for receiving broadcast television programs 
from broadcast components 124 and 126). 

Galyean also discloses receiving at least a portion of a game application 
comprising of one or more interactive elements for said game playing (see 
Column 7, Lines 58-62 for transmitting data to the clients that controls one 
or more interactive elements related to game playing). 

Galyean also discloses synchronizing the received video content with the 
received game application to present said one or more interactive elements in 
said game environment (see Column 7, Lines 29-39 for synchronizing 
multiple clients through a central server and Column 4, Lines 20-37 for 
allowing viewers to interact in the viewer's own environment, another 
viewer's environment, or the television broadcast environment, thereby 
synchronizing the received video content with all of the viewer's game 
applications). 

Referring to claim 2, Galyean discloses storing said at least a portion of 
said game application in an interactive television device (see Column 7, Lines 
19-22 for storing a portion of a game application locally in a viewer's 
television device). 

Referring to claim 3, Galyean also discloses that one or more interactive 
elements comprises at least one action for execution in response to any input of 
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a user made in connection with a frame of said received video content (see 
Column 7, Lines 29-39 and Lines 51-57 for the game environment having 
state changes requested by viewer's to move characters from different 
regions to another (see Column 5, Lines 3-50) and transmitting the state 
changes to other client's through the server). 

Referring to claim 4, Galyean also discloses that at least a portion of said 
video content is received on-demand from a remote server in response to a 
request for said video by a user (see Column 3, Lines 52-55 and Column 4, 
Lines 9-19 for receiving a television program upon demand (through the 
Internet or conventional cable network) by the viewer from server 120). 

Referring to claim 5, Galyean also discloses that at least a portion of said 
video content is received live from one or more broadcast channels in response 
to a request from said video content by a user (see Column 3, Lines 52-55 and 
Column 4, Lines 9-11 for receiving a television program upon demand 
{through the Internet or conventional cable network) by the viewer). 

Referring to claim 25, Galyean also discloses that at least a portion of said 
game application is received over a data network (see Column 7, Lines 12-62 
and Figure 4 for transmitting game state information from clients through a 
server and Column 4, Lines 4-11 for the system using a data network to 
transfer information between the server and clients). 
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Referring to claims 26-30 and 50, see the rejection of claims 1-5 and 25, 
respectively. Further note that Galyean discloses an apparatus (element 106 in 
Figure 1) for interactive game playing comprising a device comprising a 
processing and memory with instructions to perform the steps of claims 26-50 
(see Column 3, Lines 37-58 for the system being executed by a set-top box 
which contains a processor and memory). 

Referring to claims 51-55 and 75, see the rejection of claims 1-5 and 25, 
respectively. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 6-24, 31-49 and 56-74 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Galyean, III et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,447,396) in view of 
Ohba (U.S. Patent No. 7,243,363). 
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Referring to claim 6, Galyean discloses all of the limitations of claim 1, but 
fails to teach determining whether a synchronizing trigger is associated with a 
current frame of the video content. 

Ohba discloses game devices that synchronize video content displayed by 
two game machines based on synchronizing triggers (V-Sync signals) associated 
with a current frame of video content (see Figure 12 and Column 10, Line 45 
through Column 11, Line 48). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art, to modify the game system, as taught by 
Galyean, using the synchronization signals including in the frames of the 
received video content, as taught by Ohba, for the purpose of enabling 
information processing by real-time communication by plural participants (see 
Column 4, Lines 37-38 of Ohba). 

Claim 7 corresponds to claim 6, where Ohba also discloses examining 
said at least a portion of said game application (see Column 11, Lines 5-38 for 
two game playing machines A and B determining when commands are 
received, thereby teaching that a game application on game playing 
machine A and B examines when a game application is being manipulated) 
to determine whether a synchronizing trigger is associated with a current frame 
(further note Column 11, Lines 5-38 for each game machine receiving 
various data containing a synchronizing trigger (the frame number) that is 
associated with a frame processed by each opposing game machine). 
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Claim 8 corresponds to claim 6, where Ohba also discloses determining 
whether said current frame is a starting frame for said synchronizing trigger (see 
Column 10, Lines 55-60 for receiving a starting frame including a V-Sync 
trigger). 

Claim 9 corresponds to claim 6, where Ohba also discloses activating an 
interactive element of said one or more interactive elements in response to said 
current frame being a starting frame for said synchronizing trigger (see Column 
11, Lines 45-48 for displaying picture signals from each game machine 
based on the synchronization process described in Figure 12), wherein said 
activated interactive element is associated with said synchronizing trigger (see 
Column 11, Lines 39-48 for displaying picture signals from each game 
machine based on the synchronization triggers and picture signals 
received by each game machine). 

Claim 10 corresponds to claim 9, where Galyean also discloses displaying 
a representation of said activated interactive element and said current frame on a 
display device (see Column 4, Lines 1-3 for displaying a character 
{interactive element) along with the television show). 

Claim 1 1 corresponds to claim 6, where Ohba also discloses determining 
whether said current frame is a terminating frame for said synchronizing trigger 
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(see Column 10, Lines 30-35 for a subsequent V-Sync signal indicating the 
close of the picture signal generation). 

Claim 12 corresponds to claim 6, where Ohba also discloses deactivating 
an interactive element of one or more interactive elements in response to said 
current frame being a terminating frame for said synchronizing trigger (see 
Column 10, Lines 30-35 for a subsequent V-Sync signal indicating the close 
of the picture signal generation, thereby deactivating the display of the 
interactive elements displayed during a game played by game machines A 
and B), wherein said deactivated interactive element is associated with said 
synchronizing trigger (see again Column 10, Lines 30-35 where the picture 
signal is no longer displayed when a subsequent V-Sync (synchronizing 
trigger) is received). 

Claim 13 corresponds to claim 12, where Galyean also discloses 
displaying said current frame on a display device without a representation of said 
interactive element (see Column 3, Lines 52-55 for the user selecting a 
television program and viewing the television program without displaying a 
character). 

Claim 14 corresponds to claim 7, where Galyean also discloses displaying 
said current frame on a display device (see Column 6, Lines 19-45 for 
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displaying a current frame of a television program in addition to the user's 
characters, items and objects). 

Claim 15 corresponds to claim 14, where Galyean also discloses receiving 
a selection from a user (see again Column 6, lines 19-45 for the user making 
a selection to move his/her character, items or objects). 

Claim 16 corresponds to claim 15, where Galyean also discloses 
determining whether said selection is associated with an interactive element of 
said one or more interactive elements (see again Column 6, lines 19-45 for the 
user making a selection to move his/her character, items or objects). 

Claim 17 corresponds to claim 15, where Galyean also discloses 
determining whether a pointer associated with said game application is in a 
predetermined relationship with respect to an interactive element of said one or 
more interactive elements (see Column 7, Lines 8-28 for the user having local 
simulation program that interacts with local storage to store local variables 
that is used to control the game application). 



Claim 18 corresponds to claim 16, where Galyean also discloses 
executing a predetermined action associated with said interactive element in 
response to said selection being associated with said interactive element (see 
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Column 7, Lines 29-62 for executing predetermined actions based on a 
state machine that responses to the viewers' inputs). 

Claim 19 corresponds to claim 1 , where Ohba also discloses at least a 
portion of said game application is received over an interactive television network 
(see Column 13, Line 66 through Column 14, Line 4 for transmitting the 
synchronization signals used by game machines A through C, wherein the 
synchronization signals represent a portion of the game application 
because the game application uses the synchronization signals to operate 
the combat game played by game machines A through C). 

Claim 20 corresponds to claim 1 , where at least a portion of said game 
application is received over an interactive television network using an RF signal 
(see the rejection of claim 19 and further note that television signals 
transmitted from a satellite are radio frequency signals). 

Claim 21 corresponds to claim 1 , where Galyean and Ohba disclose all of 
the limitations of claim 1 , but fail to teach that at least a portion of said game 
application is received over a video-on-demand system. 

The examiner takes Official Notice that game application can be received 
over a VOD system. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art, by modifying the television network, as taught 
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by Galyean and Ohba, using a VOD system, as taught by the Examiner's Official 
Notice, for the purpose of only requesting and a receiving a game application 
when the viewer desires to play the game. 

Claim 22 corresponds to claim 1 , where at least a portion of said game 
application is received over a satellite system (see the rejection of claim 19). 

Claim 23 corresponds to claim 1 , where at least a portion of said game 
application is received over a cable system (see the rejection of claim 21 and 
further note that it is well known to receive at least a portion of a game 
application over a cable system). 

Claim 24 corresponds to claim 1, where at least a portion of said game 
application is received over a broadcast system (see the rejection of claim 19). 

Referring to claims 31-49, see the rejection of claims 6-24, respectively. 
Referring to claims 56-74, see the rejection of claims 6-24, respectively. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Jason P. Salce whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-7301 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9am-6pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jason P Salce/ Jason P Salce 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2421 Primary Examiner 

Art Unit 2421 

November 19, 2008 



